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St. Pete’s
next police
chief

Juneteenth
celebration
at
Campbell
Park

Goliath Davis, III
Paulette Jones

L-R, Queen Lamar, Trenia Cox, Duan Johnson,
Loretta Poole, Cheryl Underwood and Jean Jones.

BY GOLIATH J. DAVIS, III,
PH.D.

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — A
bright, sunny Saturday set
the stage for the 22nd annual Juneteenth Celebration at Campbell Park. The
event was hosted by the
Midtown Celebrity Club
Inc., a 501(c) 3 community
grassroots organization
formed by Paulette Jones.
The purpose of the club is
to provide mentoring and
leadership to at-risk youth
aged 5-17 through educational enhancement and
the performing arts.
Several vendors and
local performers were on
hand to commemorate the
history of Juneteenth.
“The purpose of Juneteenth is to promote diversity and move us to the
next level as far as developing social relationships in
the community,” said
Jones.
Juneteenth commemorates the news on June 19,
1865, that slaves in Texas
were free. When Union
General Gordon Granger
announced freedom for all
slaves in the last southern
state in rebellion following
the end of the Civil War,
the former slaves were reported to have celebrated
jubilantly.
See JUNETEENTH, page 4


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Museum of History
located at 535 2nd Ave.
N.E., was buzzing with activity Sat., June 14 as the
Inaugural Annual Ubuntu
Awards presentation got
underway.
What
is
Ubuntu you ask? A way of
life steeped in rich African
culture that led to nearly
30 men being honored for
their contributions to a
woman who is struggling
herself to make a difference.
Loretta Poole and her

family have been in the
south St. Petersburg community for most of her
life. Her new mission in
life is to make the community in which she lives
a safer place to reside,
and with her grassroots
effort as founder of Bring
Back the Village Experience, Poole hopes to do
just that.
Residing on the same
block since virtually an infant, Poole has long lived
the village experience in
not only her personal life,
but her professional life
as well. Currently employed with the county as

a bus driver, she interacts
with school children
some 180 days out of the
year, guiding them and
encouraging them to
make better decisions.
She has also been involved with Operation
Par, a substance abuse
treatment center, working
as a behavioral tech for
their adolescent program.
Poole put together the
awards ceremony to
honor men who have
touched her life in some
way, whether it is a onetime meeting that inspired her or a long-term
relationship. Local offi-

cials such as City Councilman Wengay Newton and
State Representative Darryl Rouson were honored
along with various clergymen and unsung heroes
of the community.
“When I came home,
homeless, sleeping on the
floor of an office building
downtown, her parents
fed me some meals,” recalled Rouson as he
spoke of his substance
abuse days some 16 years
ago before coming clean.
“I’m so grateful for that.”
See UBUNTU, pages 8

A breakfast for heroes
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG
– Saturday found men
from the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW)
Post 10174 sitting down
to a breakfast of champions. And it was all
provided by the local
chapter of the Ladies
Auxiliary.
The VFW, located at
1780 49th St. S., filled
up quickly as men,
along with their guests
See HEROES, page 7

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Rick Kriseman recently announced the final
four candidates for the vacant police chief position in
the City of St. Petersburg.
Many were surprised the
most qualified individual in
the department, Assistant
Chief Luke Williams, did not
make the final four.
I am constantly questioned by individuals from
all corners of the city regarding the decision. Many
cannot believe the assistant
chief in charge of operations
with 13 years or more of operational experience has
been eliminated. The buzz
continues and I think it is
time for me to speak publicly and share with the community what I have shared
privately with Mayor Kriseman and his administration.
My position prior to the
mayor’s announcement has
not changed. The City of St.
Petersburg needs an ‘Outside Chief.’ I have shared
my view at a CONA (Council of Neighborhood Associations) leadership seminar
and with others throughout
the entire city. The police
chief appointment and the
budget/finance director are
the two most important selections any mayor will
make.
The police chief in St. Petersburg occupies a very
large stage and given the
current state of affairs
within the department,
there is not a candidate in
house capable of providing

See CHIEF, page 2

The men of VFW Post 10174 were treated to a pre-Father’s Day breakfast.


                                                            

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Free summer food program
for children

By Jon Wilson

Who built St. Pete?
From 1888 on, African
Americans played huge
roles in building St. Petersburg. Doing their part to
put an obscure village on
the map, black workers
graded beds and laid the
tracks when the Orange
Belt
Railway
pushed
through forest that one day
would be replaced by a
modern city.
As St. Petersburg grew The Fannye Ponder site was named a historical
and developed its reputalandmark by the city council in 1991.
tion as a tourist resort,
Hunt was general contractor on
African Americans provided the labor to
put down streets, dig sewers and build Christ Gospel Church when it was dedpalatial downtown hotels. They also icated in 1973 on 22nd Avenue South.
helped build houses in classy residen- But he also was recognized for building
tial neighborhoods in northeast St. Pe- luxurious homes in the community.
Sometimes his work was noted in St.
tersburg, restricted to white people.
Such was their skill in planning and Petersburg Times stories, as in a 1957
building, black contractors began to be article that described a new home for
hired by white people – frequently Mr. and Mrs. Theodore L. Williams as
enough that they threatened the domi- “palatial.” At 3001 16th Ave. S., the
home was an early project south of the
nance of white contractors.
Thus in 1925, the city council voted infamous “red line,” a city-codified barto restrict black contractors to working rier that was meant to stop African
Americans from living south of 15th Avin black neighborhoods.
Though their work was restricted, enue South.
Another of Hunt’s projects was a
the names of some of the earliest
African-American builders are still re- four-bedroom house at 1701 Dayton Avmembered, among them Peter P. enue, built for Mr. and Mrs. Everett
Perkins, Thomas Kelley Childs, Wallace in 1961. The Wallaces were typThomas Hunt and James Boggs. Some ical of people who had started out living
in Jordan Park and eventually bought
of their projects survive also.
Perkins, originally from Bainbridge, their own homes, thus refuting the
Ga., came to St. Petersburg in 1923. He charge made by some white owners of
had a hand in several historic buildings rental property that public housing
in the 22nd Street South neighborhood, would destroy initiative.
Childs was another widely respected
many of which are noted on the developing African American Heritage Trail. contractor who worked on numerous
Among Perkins’ projects was the re- residential projects. He was an early pimodeled Ninth Avenue South Trinity oneer, coming to St. Petersburg in 1905
Presbyterian Church in 1948. In 1952, about the same time Elder Jordan Sr.
he was responsible for additions to the and his family migrated here. Like
Fannye Ayer Ponder Chapter House of Boggs and other African-American
the National Council of Negro Women, builders, master mechanics and carpenalso on Ninth Avenue. In the late 1940s, ters who often worked in relative
he taught carpentry at Gibbs High anonymity, much of his legacy has gone
School. There he supervised construc- unrecorded through the years.
Nonetheless, he and all of these
tion of vocational buildings and the
school’s gymnatorium. He is also cred- builders played an important role in
ited with building the Melrose Club- helping St. Petersburg grow from a vilhouse and the Moure Building at lage to a small town to a major Florida
city.
909-913 22nd Street S.
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ST. PETERSBURG —
City of St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation
sponsors the Summer
Food Service Program for
children at recreation
playcamps during the
months of June, July and
August. Nutritionally balanced meals are provided
to all children regardless
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability
during summer vacation
when school breakfasts
and lunches are not available.
All children 18 years
old and younger are eligible for breakfast and/or
lunch at no charge and
there will be no discrimination in the course of the
meal service.
The following are participating sites with break-


  
 

  

 
   
    
 

4230 Shore Acres Blvd.
NE from 8 - 9:30
a.m. and noon - 1 p.m.
Walter Fuller Center,
7891 26th Ave. N. from 8 9:30 and noon - 12:45 p.m.
Wildwood
Center,
1000 28th St. S. from 8 9:30 a.m. and noon - 1:30
p.m.
Willis Johns Center,
6635 Dr. M. L. King Jr. St.
N. from 8:15 - 9:30
a.m. and noon - 1:30 p.m.
Camp Redbird at
Azalea Elem., 1680 74th
St. N. from 7:30 - 8:30
a.m. and noon - 1 p.m.
TASCO Building 1320
5th St. N. from 8 - 9:30
a.m. and 12:30 - 1:30
Boyd Hill Preserve,
1101 Country Club Way S.
(lunch site only) noon - 1
p.m.

Who will be the next police chief?
From CHIEF, page 1

the stability and direction
needed to “right the ship”
and move the department
and ultimately the city forward. An internal candidate ensures instability and
discord.
Regrettably, the internal power struggles and issues previously addressed
and controlled were refueled under the prior administration and continue to
disrupt the department and
the community. The Kriseman administration should
recognize one important
fact—they did not create
the current situation but
the opportunity to own the
solution is ever present and
awaits their responsible intervention and leadership.
The remaining internal
candidate continues to
launch an aggressive campaign for the position. It
began when the previous
mayor made it known he
wanted to appoint the first
openly gay police chief and
took advantage of Assistant

Chief Cedric Gordon’s unfortunate situation to promote Melanie Bevan while
Gordon was on bereavement leave. Members of
the department found
themselves in the awkward
position of reporting to two
assistant chiefs.
I am acutely aware of
the attributes of both
Williams and Bevan given
they both worked for me in
my capacity as deputy
chief, assistant chief, chief
and deputy mayor. I made
significant professional and
personal sacrifices to instill
the tenets Respect, Accountability and Integrity at
St. Petersburg Police Department.
It saddens me to admit
we have lost ground. An
appropriately selected outside chief void all of the internal
and
external
alliances offer the best opportunity to address historical cultural issues and
other impediments to professionalism, public safety

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Irene Johnson-Pridgen

 

fast and lunch service now
through August 16:
Campbell Park Center,
601 14th St. S. from 8:30
a.m. - 9:30 a.m. and noon 1:30 p.m.
Childs Park Center,
4301 13th Ave. S. from 8 9:30 a.m. and noon - 2 p.m.
Frank Pierce Center,
2000 7th St. S. from 8:15 9:30 a.m. and noon - 2 p.m.
Gladden Park Center,
3901 30th Ave. N. from 8 9:30 a.m. and 11:45 – 2
p.m.
J.W. Cate Center, 5801
22nd Ave. N. from 8:30 9:30 a.m. and noon - 2 p.m.
Lake Vista Center,
1401 62nd Ave. S. from 8 9:30 and 11:30 - 2 p.m.
Roberts Center, 1246
50th Ave. N. from 8 - 9:30
a.m. and 11:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Shore Acres Center,
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and community service.
Both Williams and
Bevan contributed to the
current state of affairs in
the organization and the
community and neither
should benefit based on
community campaigns and
popularity contests. The
position and the issues we
face are too important to
continue the power struggle.
In the event Mayor
Kriseman is unable to find
a suitable chief among the
three external candidates, I
recommend he declare a
failed search and start over
with a search firm capable
of recruiting a diverse candidate pool of first class applicants.
St. Pete’s next police
chief should be a carefully
selected outside candidate
capable of providing the
much needed departmental and community stability,
public safety, professionalism and fair and impartial
community service.

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Focused on the future
BY ISEYANA LATRICE
WHALEY

ST. PETERSBURG —
Seventeen years ago on a
doctor’s urgent request, a
beautiful baby girl came
into the world. On the second week of January, I,
Iseyana Latrice Whaley, the
daughter of a tough loving
woman by the name of Patricia Sanders, was finally
here. With a happy spirit
and genuine heart, I was
ready to conquer the world.
In my home I am the
oldest girl but the second
oldest child. With four personalities, other than my
mother’s, we all get
through the day with talks,
laughter, debates or sometimes all three simultaneously.
Growing up I became a
member of Old Landmark
Cathedral COGIC, where
my pastor is Mitchell L.
Bryant. Honestly, this guy is
something serious; I love
my church because it feels
like my home away from
home. There I joined a lot of
fun groups such as drum
line and choir to name a few.
I am a new St. Petersburg High School Alumna;
there I was both a National
Honor Society and Science
Honor Society member,
Girlfriend of Pinellas sister
and LEO club member.
Most importantly I aspire
to be a pharmacist; therefore, I took a Pharmacy
Technician course in addi-

By Pastor Martin Rainey

God’s love, not desire is the driving force for
increasing parental engagement!
Rainey’s Bulletin for the past several
weeks has been requesting community perspectives on increasing parental engagement, and we are pleased to share another
article submitted by a local community advocate Candice Billingsley.
She is a single parent of seven children
and a devoted parent advocate. She demonstrates her commitment by serving as assistant to the president of Parent Support for
Education Council Inc.
BY CANDICE BILLINGSLEY

tion to my high school curriculum. I wanted to be exposed to my future working
environment and be able to
instantly point out right
from wrong when I began
to direct my techs.
Although I am at the
transition point between
my high school and college
career, I can honestly say
that it has been a long time
coming, but with the help
of God and remembering
that “for wisdom is greater

than rubies,” I learned to
have
perseverance
(Proverbs 8:11).
In addition to God being
with me my mother has
also helped me along the
way from all the spankings
to just watching her get
herself together and inspiring me to become determined like she is.
After all, “I was given
this life because I was
strong enough to live it.”
(Anonymous)

Summer camp is a splash!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

Summer camp is in full swing for the kids, and parents are counting on their children
having a great experience. With so many diverse camps, parents have chosen between
camps which focus on play, specializations, leadership development and sports. The children’s experience is most important.
A few enthusiastic youth were asked the question, “How was their first week at
camp?” Here are their responses.

Jayden Daniels, 9
“On my first day of
summer camp, it was
great. I met some new
friends so my first day
was 100 percent.”

Terrence Akings, 8
“In camp, I liked going
to the mayor’s office.
He is cool. I also liked
going to the pool.”

Desire is the driving force that causes
many parents to want to be involved with
their child’s education; however, the author of confusion, better known as
“Satan,” loves to use his best tactics, “distraction,” to hinder many from being the
best parent, living their lives as they
dreamed, accomplishing their many
goals and serving God the way their heart
desires.
When you are distracted, being your
best and most conscious self takes the
back seat. James 1:14-15 scripture says,
“but each one is tempted when, by his evil
desire, he is dragged away and enticed.
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
gives birth to death.”
You see, so it is our own desires after
being tempted that cause us to veer off
from the intended goal into an unwanted
realm of chaos, abuse, horrible and unhealthy relationships, survivor mode and
drama! It is then, desire, the same force
that can take us back to where we want to
be, whether it is to dwell with God, be in
peace, to create healthy relationships or
back to love – what God really is! (1 John
4:16)
Parental engagement starts from the
time a baby is conceived in the womb and
the mother sees those two lines that
slowly appear across the pregnancy test.
It is not believed that the average mother
or father would hold their baby in their
arms after entering into this world and
want anything other than the best for the
child. The same love that desired their
baby to grow up and be the best productive citizen, that same love that raised
Jesus from the dead, that same love that

gives a mother the strength to pick a car
up and pull her child from underneath it is
the same love that can increase how engaged a parent is in his or her child’s education!
Tap back into the life that God gave
you a vision of, and use that as your driving
force to become more involved with your
child’s learning. Encourage the next parent to nurture the very essence of their
child and to be present in the moment
long enough to dream and desire what’s
best educationally for their child. Give
your child permission to be GREAT. In
Jesus’ name, amen!
To contact Candice Billingsley, please
email her at cangelena@gmail.com or call
727-565-7204.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor. He also serves as president of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., and chairman of JWB South County
Community Council. He may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326.
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m., Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (Resource
Center), to the far right and adjacent to the
Church. The community is welcome.

Kendrick Jones-Joglin,
12
“My first week of camp
was good because we
went to see Mayor
Kriseman and we went
to the pool.”

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




Timothy Marshall, 8
“I liked a lot of things
that we did in the first
week. I really liked
going to the pool. That
was fun. I also learned
how to play chess.”

Chase Dennis, 12
“I had fun this week in
camp. I liked going
swimming and going to
the radio station. I had
never been on the
radio before so that
was fun and scary.”

Dameion Rembert, 8
“My first week of camp
was fun and exciting.
I like going swimming
at Lake Vista pool.”

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
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22nd community celebration of Juneteenth at Campbell Park
From JUNETEENTH, page 1

This occasion established America’s second Independence
Day
Celebration and the oldest
African-American holiday
observance.
Forty-two
states currently recognize
Juneteenth as a state holiday, or special day of observance with Arizona, Hawaii,
Maryland, Montana, New
Hampshire, North Dakota,
South Dakota and Utah
being the last holdouts.
Nearly 150 years later,
the slavery of African-

Americans may only exist
in textbooks, journals, diaries, and re-enactments in
film and literature. However, the vestiges of racism,
bigotry, and sexism still
pervade the psyche and
culture of the United States
like a cancer that relentlessly refuses to die.
Jones, like many brave
grassroots warriors, is still
optimistic as reflected in
her future plans for Juneteenth next year.
“I’d like to have June-






teenth at a different location next year and cater to
a more diverse population
because to me that is part
of the purpose of Juneteenth,” she said.
On a microscopic level,
Jones’ future aspirations
were already beginning to
unfold with a variety of vendors and patrons who participated in the event.
Tameka Williams escorted three talented young
people of True Worshippers
Mime Ministry, a non-de-

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 












 
 










 



nominational mime group
of young African-American
youth who perform at local
community
functions.
Many of the boys and girls
that were a part of Jones’
youth performance group
had their faces painted by
Nancy Self of Fancy Nancy
Entertainment.
Physical Trainer Barbara Odom, owner of
Transformation Fitness,
was also available to discuss future lifestyle and fitness plans.

City Councilman Wengay Newton was on hand to
give his support for the
Juneteenth Celebration.
Nonalcoholic Pina Coladas were served to deliciously cool down the heat
and humidity of the day and
were reasonably provided
by two lovely ladies from
the community.
Live music and entertainment was provided by a
quartet from the Urban
League’s Run Crime Out
28th Annual 5K and the

mom and daughter team of
Wendy Joann Bell and
Jaycee Lee Sanders.
The successful execution of orders by Major
Gen. Granger under Lincoln’s executive orders
closed the book on the slavery of millions of Africans
in one sense, but slavery itself has many faces and has
re-invented itself over and
over again. The insidious
slavery of drug addiction is
a matter we will further explore.
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A Celebration of Life For Deacon Pauline Joyce Carley-Payton
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Bethel Community
Baptist Church family and
members of the community gathered together for
home going services last
Saturday on the beautiful
morning of June 17 to bid
farewell
to
Deacon
Pauline J. Carley-Payton,
a dedicated Christian warrior and icon for excellence in whatever she was
involved in.
“This is a person who
really liked herself,” said
Mary Walker. “Miss P,
that was my nickname for
her, thank you for the
journey,” said Walker
after she had the adults
who were once under
Payton’s tutelage in Sunday School to stand.
Walker also thanked Deacon Payton’s family for
sharing her with the
Bethel family.
“She’s going to be
tremendously missed and
personally missed by me,”
remarked Deacon James
Myles who worked sideby-side with Deacon Payton for over 20 years at
Bethel’s
community
school as well as Sunday School.
Deacon Payton was a
member of the Red Hatter
Society along with Mary
Walker. Queen Red Hatter Marilyn came from
the west coast to celebrate the life of Deacon

Payton and compared her
to the daring water beetle
that climbed out of the
water to the top of a stem
to embrace a new life in a
new body.
David McEachern, a
longtime friend of Deacon
Payton, recalled their love
of growing and sharing
pepper plants. He shared
a comic tale about their
green plumb adventures.
“Pauline and I and
John Wooten were frequent visitors in trying to
grow peppers. We had a…
I guess you could call it
green thumb and we
could grow pretty good
peppers,” he said.
After McEachern’s
warm reminder of how
well-rounded Deacon Payton was, her granddaugh-

ter, Karla Payton, sang the
spiritually charged “His
Eye Is On The Sparrow.”
Katherine Jones followed with resolutions
and acknowledgements,
and Loretta Monroe
Calvin sang the solo “My
Soul Has Been Anchored”
before Rev. Dr. Sykes delivered a powerful home
going message about
being ready and not letting the inevitable take
you by surprise.
Pastor Sykes drove
home the message that
Deacon Payton was ready
when he shared what he
felt could have been her
last three words which
she wrote down because
she was too weak to
speak: “Love, life, me.”
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Building hope in blighted neighborhoods

Happy 90th!

BY FRANK DROUZAS

ST. PETERSBURG —
Happy 90th birthday to
Isaiah Williams Sr. A retired mechanic born in
Millen, Ga., he moved to St.
Petersburg in 1946. He has
been married to Ruby
Williams for the last 68

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
On a drizzly, overcast
morning, the nonprofit
organization Builders of
Hope provided bright
rays of hope for making
affordable housing available to struggling communities in St. Pete.
Members
of
the
group along with St. Petersburg city officials
gathered on June 11 in
front of 4200 14th Ave. S.,
the location of one of
about 70 homes the
group has purchased for
renovation and refurbishment. The organization
has spent 1.6 million dollars on these blighted
homes, which are in the
Midtown and Childs Park
neighborhoods.
Though there was an
informal ribbon cutting
ceremony in front of the
house on 14th Avenue,
clearly there is much
work to be done on these
dilapidated
abodes.
Builders of Hope would
like to have the homes
fixed up and back on the
market in the next few
months.
“This is a prime example of a neighborhood
that has some terrific
homes and terrific homeowners
and
terrific
renters who deser ve to
have the resources to improve the community,”
said Lew Schulman, president and CEO of
Builders of Hope, which
is headquartered in

Raleigh, N.C.
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin and other council officials including
Councilman
Wengay
Newton and Director of
Urban Affairs Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart
took
several minutes to look
around inside the decayed
house.
They viewed some of the
empty, desolate rooms
and kitchen to get an idea
of the starting point for
the renovations. A stale
smell peculiar to tenantless houses hung heavy
in the air, mingling
strongly with the Florida
humidity.
“I can’t thank the folks
from Builders of Hope

I submit to you that the King James Version
of the Bible is the Book of Life mentioned at
Revelation 20:15. A growing reward is being
offered to draw attention to what I bear witness of seeing in the Word of God. I challenge you, along with every pastor, preacher,
theologian, and teacher of the Gospel of
Christ in the world, to try and prove that I am
incorrect. Be the first to prove either one of
the following, and the reward is yours:
• Prove that any ONE of the six precepts presented in this book is Biblically incorrect
or
• Prove that this challenge is deceptive in
any way
Folks, I don’t know about you, but I am going
to put my affairs in order, and bring God the
glory He deserves and expects from me.
Michel F. Bryant
To issue a challenge you must purchase the
book and register at winbyfaith.com

Current Reward Balance
$234.90

enough for investing not
only their money but
their hearts and souls in
this community,” Kriseman said. “We’re talking
about 70 plus homes that
are going to be renovated
and become safe for our
residents, a place that
they can call their home,
that they can take pride in
and feel a part of this
community.”
Schulman
thanked
Kriseman along with
members of city council,
including
Councilman
Karl Nurse, who Schulman called the “impetus”
for the organization in
being here.
“This project really
grew out of a conversation last year about an-

other
particular
area,” Schulman explained, “and we were fortunate to stay in contact
and find this particular
opportunity that allowed
us to show you what our
mission is.”
Council
members
hope that this will attract
interest from a collection
of other nonprofits, looking to get neighborhoods
in better shape.
“It’s a real pleasure
working with a city that
understands the needs of
the citizens and can help
to provide that,” Schulman stated.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

years. Together they have
six boys, one girl, 15 grandchildren and 30 greatgrandchildren.
Williams served as a
deacon at Bethel Community Baptist Church for
over 50 years.

      

I have done wrong, but where sin abounds in my flesh, grace much more abounds
in my Spirit. It is by grace that I am fixed in Christ, having dominion, might, power,
and strength to glorify God.
Michel F. Bryant

WIN BY FAITH REPORT
Glory in Tribulation: The spirit of truth shows us things to come; it is up to us to prepare accordingly.
I say that we are in the midst of glorifying God in such a way that the world will take note. To prevent whatever,
believers in Christ are going to demonstrate how to stand on the Word of God. You who are in the worst
crises of your lives are going to be the very ones to deliver many, as well as yourselves. Am I prophesying or
lying for profit, you tell me?
First, let me tell you a story. Back in the day, (60s and 70s) we had this thing where girls had sex with
more than one guy, and guys had sex with any girl that said yes. As a result, many got burnt when St. Pete
caught fire.
There was an outbreak of venereal disease that affected a high proportion of south St. Pete. I should know,
my doctor was like, “Dude really, the shot I gave you last week should have covered you for this time too.”
Don’t judge, the Lord keeps you from dangers seen and unseen? If you had more than one sex partner, you
might not want to see what dangers He kept you from. We now have many people that are making the same
choices we made. I ask, is it possible for them to do the exact same things that we did and get different results?
On top of that, we have a huge population of homosexuals that have moved into the area. A lot of who
dine both ways. One minute they’re eating fish, the next they’re stuffing themselves with sausage. This may
explain why so many women are being surprised. I am not gay bashing. To each his own, however, if gay
people want a rematch of Sodom and Gomorrah, I am not on their side. Like who gave them the right to label
the pride of St. Pete as being gay?
I cannot be the only one that sees that big a#% wall up ahead that reads, “Party’s over.” I see danger up
ahead. Speaking up is how I wash my hands and deliver my own soul. You can pass on, not believe me, continue to hold your peace, or whatever else you want to do. That is between you and God.
We will glorify God by the blood of Jesus, and by the word of our testimony. Many that are headed towards
that wall won’t listen now just as there was a time when we wouldn’t listen. The time is fast approaching where
their hearts will change. You and I will show up with our testimonies of deliverance. This place that they call
the hood with its cast down will show forth the glory of God. The world will take note of us saying, God is
with them. Be strong, God is with us.
You can comment on this report by going to winbyfaith.com. Go into the articles section under Glory in
Tribulation and click on the title, Prophesying or Lying for Profit. I am looking forward to hearing from you.
(My website is now up, thanks for your patience.)
Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect those of The Weekly Challenger.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Ladies Auxiliary showed the boys love
From HEROES, page 1

and the Ladies Auxiliary
who planned the whole
shindig, dug into a pre-father’s day breakfast with
all the fixings of a home
cooked meal.
“Everyone chose what
they wanted to bring,” said
Mattie Adams, president
of the Ladies Auxiliary
Post 10174, as she recalled
the excitement building up
to the event. She listed off
the contributions of the
ladies involved from eggs
and bacon, to hash browns
and biscuits. “We were
gonna get some pork
chops, but it was expensive.”
The Ladies Auxiliary to
the VFW is an organization established nationally
in 1914. Their charge
being to serve the veterans of this country who
have served in uniform
and sacrificed by serving
overseas in some capacity.
The founders of the organization in the past have
placed most of its resources into assisting veterans returning from
battle to assimilate back
into civilian life. Today, the
Ladies Auxiliary also finds
ways to give back to the
men and women by helping them reestablish and
maintain connections with
their families and communities.
The VFW Post 10174
has been around a long
time too. It was the first
post chartered in south St.
Petersburg and was soon
renamed The Charlie King
Tutson VFW in honor of
local legend Charlie “King
Tut” Tutson, who served
in the U.S. Army.
After retiring as a maintenance worker at the VA
Medical Center at Bay
Pines, he became a janitor
at Jordan Elementary
School. Tutson spent the
majority of his life working
with black youths and successfully leading them
through the Boy Scouts
program. Although he
passed in 1983, Tutson will
always be remembered for
his decades of dedication
with the Boys Scouts and

  



Troop 234, one of the oldest black troops in the
community.
Adams admits that
when the two organizations get together on holidays and at various
gatherings throughout the
year, the men usually participate in the planning and
contribute by cooking on
the grill, while the ladies
bring the veggies. But this
time Adams and the
Ladies Auxiliary wanted to
give the men a break and
honor them not only for
their contributions to the
country, but also as men,
brothers and fathers.
As the morning continued, a short prayer blessing their union was
underway and the camaraderie between both organizations
became
evident as the ladies led
off with the song “This Little Light of Mine.”
The VFW and the
Ladies Auxiliary meet on
the third Sunday of each
month at precisely 6:30
p.m. without fail. Men and
women of District 9, which
Adams explained makes
up veterans from St. Petersburg,
Clearwater,
Largo and even Tampa,
join together to discuss upcoming events and how
they plan to pay for it all.
“We’re getting ready
now to do baskets,” said
Adams who is happy to
have storage at the post
where they can organize
and keep the baskets for

 



   

long periods of time. Especially since the baskets
won’t be given out until
Christmas. “We start early;
everybody thinks we’re
crazy doing it this early.”
The Ladies Auxiliary
also provides assistance to
the elderly every other
month, visiting their
homes, performing simple
cleaning tasks like laundry
and finding time to drop
into local nursing homes.
The ladies also put on an
Easter egg hunt each year
that attracts close to 100
kids.
“We ran out of food,”
Adams said remembering
how they had to go shopping during the event last
year to purchase more hotdogs and hamburgers.
“We had sack races too, it
was nice.”
Adams who is only the
second African American
to preside as district president of the Ladies Auxiliary and is proud of the
rapport her organization

has with the all men VFW
group. As if to cement the
notion in stone, a gentleman from the VFW openly
and quite boisterously announced to the room his
admiration and appreciation to the ladies putting
on the breakfast.
The morning continued with small gift giveaways
consisting
of
flashlights, gloves, and
other trinkets for the men
to enjoy. “There are a lot of
things here for them to
make them feel good,”
Adams said.
To show your support
for the VFW, check out
their national website at
vfw.org. If you’re female
and wishing to become a
part of the Ladies Auxiliary, you can check out the
national
website
at
ladiesauxvfw.org. Keep in
mind members must have
had a close relative such
as a husband, brother, or
grandparent who served
overseas in order to join.
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Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S.
section 865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the
fictitious name of Jordan Park Apartments, located at
1245 Jordan Park in the city of St. Petersburg, County of
Pinellas, State of Florida, 33712, intends to register the
said name with the Division of Corporations of Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this
18 day of June 2014 Jordan Park Development Partners,
LTD, 580 Village Boulevard Suite 120, West Palm Beach,
FL 33409. Published date of June 19, 2014.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY





3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Angelia’s Hair Safari/Alterations
727-403-8111
406 11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Take Advantage Of

Hires Hairstyling

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

 




25% OFF
Any Hair Weave or Hair
Replacement Service
Through July 1, 2014

Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bringing back the village experience
From UBUNTU, page 1

Duan Johnson, motivational speaker for the
Ubuntu awards, met Poole
just a few days before the
event. Raised by his grandmother and aunt, Johnson
can relate to the need for
that neighborhood icon
that young boys and girls
can go to for advice. He
said Poole reminds him of
his own childhood neighbor who was very influential in his upbringing.
“You work hard and
you make sacrifices and
sometimes there’s nobody
there to recognize you,”
said Johnson who spoke of
the community as a whole
joining together and working toward giving each
other a hand up from timeto-time. “Hopefully we can
lift some people as we’re
climbing and help this village grow and get better.”
Cher yl
Under wood
spoke to the audience before they sat down to a
sumptuous dinner about
the
meaning
behind
Ubuntu. She explained it
as an African philosophy
based on the connection of
all human beings. Their
motto, “I am because we
are,” was recited throughout the evening by speakers
and
audience
members. Its basis in supporting others and sharing
what you can ties in with
Poole’s idea of bringing
back the village and working as a community to help
raise the youths of today.
“When two people
come into contact with
each other no matter how
long or short an amount of
time, something gets left,”
Underwood explained that
whether the interaction is
good or bad, it is an experience you learn from.
“When I come into contact,
let me make this a teachable moment, let me plant
a seed that maybe tomorrow will sprout encouragement and hope and love.”
Faith-based coordinator for the Juvenile Welfare
Board (JWB) Trenia Cox
was the keynote speaker
reciting statistics when it
comes to African-American
youths, portraying a dismal outlook for their future.

“I think it’s important
that we understand we’re
in a crisis situation when
we look at saving black
boys,” proclaimed Cox
who reminded the audience
African-American
boys are disproportionately represented in the
criminal justice system.
She went on to point out
absenteeism of fathers and
having children too early
are the main causes of
teens and young adults
turning to crime. She reminded those gathered to
celebrate the spirit of giving back, about the hard
times from which the
African-American community has come and the ability to improve the future.
“We came here on the
boat, this infamous boat
ride that brought 20 million slaves to this country,
and we came here without
resources, but with a will
to survive,” Cox said. “Resiliency, that’s what this
evening is about.”
And when Poole spoke
about her son and nephew
and the support she received and continues to receive from others in her
quest to do it right as a parent and not be pinged as
another single mom statistic, she had to hold back
tears.
“When I think of these
kids I think about each and
every person that crossed
my path,” she said praising
God and those who’ve protected her along the way.
Poole looks to her own village helping her raise her
son and hopes that others
in the neighborhood and in
neighborhoods throughout St. Petersburg will take
up the call to get involved
and work as a community.
“Understand anything you
do, anything you say, you
are stopping somebody
else in their tracks and giving them hope to carr y
on.”
The Inaugural Annual
Ubuntu Awards ended
with community heroes receiving certificates that
Poole hopes will be hung
in a place where the recipient and others can view it
ever y day and know they
have blessed somebody.

World Sickle Cell Disease Day
In honor of World Sickle Cell Disease Day,
please join Neema Pitts, St. Petersburg
Sickle Cell Poster Child, and other sickle cell families
in prayer Thurs., June 19 at noon and at 6 p.m.
We ask that wherever you are at those times, please
drop everything and pray for a cure for this devastating
illness. Remember more prayer, more power.

For more info, please call the
Sickle Cell Office at 727-896-2355.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Who’s doing your hair: Diva and Dons
BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
Tiffany Trina Washington is
more than just your ordinary hairstylist.
She has the ability to enhance beauty from the inside, improving the soul
and spirit. Having lived a
life of hardship, she empathizes well with her clientele giving her shop an
almost therapeutic like atmosphere.
A native of St. Petersburg, Washington spent her
formative years living in
Manatee County. She decided to come across the
Skyway Bridge to live permanently in the Sunshine
City because she always felt
this was her home and was
looking to leave a world of
hurt behind.
“I have had hardships,”
said Washington. “I’ve experienced loss, domestic violence and the struggle of
raising seven kids as a single mom. I fell victim to the
streets at a very young
age.”
Washington’s mother,
Valaire, was not just a neglectful person; she was only
a child of 13 when she had
her. Not until she had lived
through some hard times
did she realize her mother
needed guidance herself.
“By the time I realized
the actions of my young
mother were the result of
tribulations, it was too late
as she had passed. I was an
adult by then and had found
my own way in life,” said
Washington.
After going through
those moments of despair,
she still did not have a clear
outlook on life. It wasn’t
until time spent in prison
that she set goals and
started turning her life
around.
“The more I turned my
life around, people and
things began to fall off. It
was a little hurtful. I then
began to realize that with
God I was never alone,” she
said.
Washington feels that
she is a motivator for others
and in exchange they also
encourage her. Not only
does she try to encourage
those who sit in her chair,
she also has an outreach
program for women in
prison where she instructs a
12-Step and parenting program.
Coming from a place of
experience, she is able to
help those in prison with
her story. She lets them
know that while they are incarcerated, their children’s
lives have not stopped.
Their children will grow up
with or without them,
which can be a recipe for
disaster.
Washington’s kids had
periods without her in their
lives; and although her children were mature enough
to get through without their
mother, their lives would
have been less stressful
with an engaged parent.
“But everything came
together for them as they

were built on the strength
and values I instilled in
them,” she said.
Washington’s
heart
would break when she
heard the stress in their
voices and saw it on their
faces with the pictures they
would send during her year
of incarceration. She knew
then that they needed her.
“When I came from
prison and reunited with
my kids, I relieved them of
their burdens and regained
my place as a mother. So
you see I am a survivor,”
Washington said.
Washington also let the
incarcerated women know
that when they get out of
prison, it doesn’t mean they
will automatically get their
children back.
“I had a time in my life
when my children were not
with me and I had to go
through the courts to get
them back. God was truly
on my side. The judge had
given me a year to complete
a host of classes, but I completed them so fast that I
was complemented on
being a model parent. I
loved and missed my kids
and knew that they belonged with their mother,”
she explained.
Despite years of turmoil, her relationship with
her children is strong. She
credits the Almighty for
their strong connection.
Diva and Dons
Washington has enjoyed
doing hair as far back as
she can remember. As a
teenager, she learned to
apply Carefree Curls and
World of Curls with no formal training. By watching
her stylist, she learned her
trade.
After the “curl era,” she
started braiding with synthetic hair. That is when she
discovered she had a passion for styling hair. She
began styling ponytails,
Mohawks, Chinese knots,
finger waves and French
rolls with designs such as
hearts and accessorizing
with rhinestones.
“One of my clients commented on the fact that I really enjoyed what I did and
had a lot of patience doing
it. I loved it all,” said Washington.
As time went on, people
would tell her what hairdo
they wanted, and she could
recreate them.
Whenever one of her
children would want the latest hairstyle, she had no
problems giving it to them.
She was able to save a lot of
money and her children’s
hair always looked perfectly
quaffed.
“When the kids are well
kept, that is a reflection on
the parents. Every time a
new style came out,
I practiced it on the children,” she said.
Wanting to become a legitimate cosmetologist, she
enrolled in Manhattan
Beauty Academy in 2006
and graduated in 2011.
“Yes,” said Washington, “it
took me five and a half to
six years to graduate, but I
did it.”

Being a hairstylist is
therapeutic for Washington
because she has a chance to
motivate and encourage
people through her own experiences. It is her way of
connecting with people, especially with women. They
are not just her clients, they
are her family.
Diva and Dons is a kid
friendly salon. They have a
certified childcare provider
on duty so that parents can
bring their kids for as low
as $10 per child.
Diva and Dons has economically priced services
and a special going on for
just about every day of the
week. Mondays are called
Monday Madness where a
relaxer is only $40! Tuesdays are $50 sew ins, Hump
Day Wednesdays caters to
kids from 8-12 where services are only $25 and on
Super Thursdays you can
get quick weaves for $35.
She also offers V.I.P.
memberships for $125 a
month, which entitles the
customer to four styles, one
relaxer, one color and one
treatment.
Salon hours are Tuesdays through Saturday
from 9-7 p.m., and closed on
Sundays. Mondays are by
appointments only.
On Sundays you won’t
find her at the shop, but you
can find her and her family
worshiping at Mt. Zion Progressive where the pastor
Louis Murphy presides.
In the future you can expect to see a chain of Diva
and Dons all over the
Tampa Bay area with highly
qualified stylists and certified caregivers on board
trained in CPR.
“Whatever you set your
mind to do, you can and will
achieve if you believe. I am
a dreamer who has made
my dreams a reality,” finished Washington.
If you are looking to join
a professional team, there
are opportunities for booth
rentals at an affordable
price of $85 per week capping off at $125. For more
information, or to set up an
appointment, please call
727-641-1294. Diva and
Dons is located at 3116 5th
Ave. S. St. Petersburg.
Published author
Sometimes the best way
to get the hurt out is to
write it down. It is definitely
cheaper than a psychiatrist.
So that is exactly what
Washington has done. In
this next chapter of her life,
she is a published author.
Her books are fiction, but
there are some autobiographical slivers in each
one.
Her first book entitled
“The Life of Mz Trina
Through Revolving Doors”
is a journey through the
protagonist’s past. This
book promises to entertain
and thrill the reader with
adventures, while inspiring
with her strength and survival.
Her next book called
“Tiki’s Diary” is a murder
mystery with a twist. Taking place in St. Petersburg,
a group of furious females

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

led by an ex-mental patient
from Glen Oaks psychiatric
ward team up to seek revenge on the male population. The authorities are
clueless because there
seems to be no apparent
motives. Readers beware:

This book should be read in
the daytime.
Washington’s
latest
book is titled “Expressions
of the heart.” It is a powerful and inspirational book of
poetry. It also comes with a
bonus sneak peak of an-

other title she’s working on
called “A Gangster’s Tale.”
You can pick up copies
of her books at Diva and
Dons, located at 3116 5th
Ave. S., or log on to thebookpatch.com.

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

 



   
   

 



 
 










Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

  
 
 

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Coming in June
June 22 -Annual Destination Graduation Ceremony
for Class of 2014 during 10:45

a.m. Service
June 23 - Final PIZZA
Ministry of 2014
June 25-28 - Congress No.
2-Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
June 29 - Mission Emphasis Sunday (Benefits Back to
School Bash in Aug)
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in

Pastor’s Corner
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.

Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
and the Friendship family
welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ Sunday
Praise and Worship are 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Come join us each

Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7 p.m. Dr. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, invites you to
come join us and share in the
study of God’s word .
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Men’s Unity Ministry Calling all Men... The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come
out on the third Thursday of
each month for their unity fel-

lowship and study of “What a
Man of God Should Look
Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7 to 8
p.m. Phone in to: 605-4772100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on

FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

“IT IS REVIVAL TIME”
Queen Street C.O.G.I.C.
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Come join us as we celebrate our Pastor Willie Williamson
and First Lady 1st Anniversary
Monday, June 16 - Sunday, June 22 each night starting at 7
ANOINTED SPEAKERS:
Monday & Tuesday night New York’s True Prophet of God, Bishop Michael E. Turpin
Wednesday night Tampa’s own Pastor Willie Fowler, Palm River C.O.G.I.C.
Thursday night St. Pete’s own Pastor R. Welch, Prayer Tower C.O.G.I.C.
Sunday morning Tampa’s own Pastor A.D. Shaw, Shekinah Glory C.O.G.I.C.
We look forward to seeing each and every one of you!
Come on out … Bring a Friend and Hear God’s Word!

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Do you love God for who He says
He is or what He does for you?
Let me be clear! Because
under the law there were so
many false pastors spiritually
abusing God’s people. God
said He had not sent them nor
had He even said ‘good morning’ to them (Jeremiah 23).
Yet, even today they’re heaping unto themselves houses
full of silly women [implied:
and insecure men]. God
through the mouth of Jeremiah proclaimed He (God)
would give His people Pastors
after His own heart to teach
them who He said He was (Jeremiah 3:15).
To know God is to love
Him. And if we love God, we’ll
obey Him and allow His will to
be done through us, not ours.
Now, more than 2000
years later, some church folks
still don’t know who God has
said He is! Ok, so we all know
God is Good, God is Love, God
is Light, God is Life and God is
Right. But what else do you
know about your LORD God?
Perhaps if you stop bragging about what He has done
for you lately or grousing that
nobody knows the trouble you
see, you’ll notice the tear in
His eye that He’s shedding for
you while you’re flaunting
yourself, as if you are special
and highly favored. Please
stop waving your things in
front of His other children’s
faces while test-i-lying or being
a worry-wart. Jesus on the
cross said, it is finished..and so
it is. Accept this reality, relax
in Him and watch Him manifest His glory in the presence
of your enemies.
Do you not yet understand
our Father is Holy, no respecter of persons? He did us
all a favor by sending His only
begotten Son to pay the

penalty of our sin. Upon accepting this wonderful gift, we
were all saved because of His
favor/grace. The finished
work on the cross established
a ‘common salvation.’ He loves
all His children the same because God’s favor is fair!
Seeking God’s face more
than His hands causes the
brightness of His personal
character to be revealed to us
that was once hidden behind
the curtain of our carnal desires.
God desires to enjoy us as
we enjoy consciously His continual supreme greatness,
beauty and worth He deposited within us [Colossians
1:24-29]. When God makes
His face to shine upon us, a
deep desire develops within us
to know what His purpose is
for us. All we have need of is
His what hands have already
provided. We can then rest in
His presence regardless of
what’s happening around us.
We have the blessed assurance that our LORD is God
and He personally designed
our end before allowing us to
begin our homeward journey.
The Bible teaches “setting
our mind and heart” on God is
consciously focusing our
mind’s attention and our
heart’s affection on God
through Christ Jesus. This is
the opposite of a mental ascension. (1 Chronicles 22:19) “If
you have been raised with
Christ, seek/set your minds
on things that are above, not
on things that are on
earth”(Colossians 3:1-2)
Whenever we commit our
works unto the LORD, He’ll
form our thoughts [Proverbs
16:3] This is what Paul prayed
for the church: “May the Lord

direct your heart to the love of
God and to the steadfastness
of Christ”(2 Thessalonians
3:5).
Nevertheless, there’s always something through, over
or around which we must
overcome to meet God consciously. Our natural mind cannot understand the Holy
things of God. He’s often hidden/veiled. We must go
through mediators as the
heavens are telling His glory.
God reveals himself in His
word. He shows Himself to us
in circumstances in people
lives. We can seek him
through these.
Our seeking is our conscious effort to get through
the natural means to God in
everything. Endless obstacles
must be removed from our
mind as we flee every spiritually dulling activity because
they’ll blur our vision in seeing
God’s face clearly in the light
of His glory. The biggest obstacle to seeking the Lord is
pride. The pride of a wicked
face does not seek him
(Psalms 10:4). Therefore, humility is essential to seeking
the LORD all the time.
Seeking involves calling
out, pleading to the LORD to
open our eyes, to pull back the
curtain of our own blindness
and in God’s mercy reveal ourselves to ourselves. “Whoever
draws near to God must believe that he exists and He rewards those who seek him”
(Hebrews 11:6). God himself
is our greatest reward-not
stuff. And when we have Him,
we have everything. Therefore, “Seek the Lord presence
continually while He may be
found. Call upon him while He
is near.”(Isaiah 55:6)

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600
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